
iii

CONTENTS

The ECE Presents Series ..............................................................................................ix
Preface.......................................................................................................................xi
Map of Tunisia .......................................................................................................................xii

1. Introduction ..................................................................................................1
1.1 Tunisia as a Crossroads - Historical Overview until 1881 ..........................................1
1.2 Development of the Educational System under the French Protectorate .................3
1.3 Modernization and Reform........................................................................................4
1.4 Modern Tunisia ..........................................................................................................4

2. Educational System Since Independence in 1956 .........................................5
2.1 Education Reform Law of 1958..................................................................................5
2.2 Early Development of Higher Education ...................................................................6
2.3 Administration and Organization of Education.........................................................6
2.3.1 School Staffing ......................................................................................................7
2.3.2 Financing of Education..........................................................................................7
2.3.3 Supervision and Administrative Structure of Primary and Secondary Education....7
2.3.4 Supervision and Administrative Structure of Higher Education ...........................8
2.3.5 Private Institutions..................................................................................................8
2.3.6 Public Institutions ..................................................................................................9
2.3.7 Grading................................................................................................................10
2.3.8 Academic Year....................................................................................................11
2.3.9 Language of Instruction .......................................................................................11

3. Primary and Secondary Education ...............................................................12
3.1 Structure of Primary and Secondary Education 1958-1970.....................................13
3.2 Structure of Primary and Secondary Education 1970-1990.....................................16
3.3 Structure of Primary and Secondary Education Since 1990 ....................................18
3.3.1 Examen National du Baccalauréat (National Baccalaureate Examination) ..........23
3.3.2 Pilot Schools and Exceptional Education...........................................................25
3.3.3 Professionnel (Vocational) Secondary Education ..............................................25



4. Higher Education.........................................................................................26
4.1 Student Orientation and Placement ........................................................................27
4.2 Evaluation and Promotion........................................................................................29
4.3 Structure of Higher Education Programs..................................................................30
4.3.1 First Cycle ............................................................................................................30
4.3.2 Second Cycle......................................................................................................33
4.3.3 Third Cycle ..........................................................................................................34

5. Education by Fields .....................................................................................35
5.1 Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine.......................................................................35
5.2 Architecture .............................................................................................................39
5.3 Business ...................................................................................................................41
5.4 Engineering ..............................................................................................................44
5.5 Fine Arts ...................................................................................................................53
5.5.1 Art........................................................................................................................53
5.5.2 Drama ..................................................................................................................53
5.5.3 Music...................................................................................................................53
5.6 Health Professions....................................................................................................54
5.6.1 Nursing and Allied Health Professions................................................................54
5.6.2 Dentistry ..............................................................................................................60
5.6.3 Medicine .............................................................................................................60
5.6.4 Pharmacy .............................................................................................................61
5.7 Journalism ................................................................................................................61
5.8 Law...........................................................................................................................62
5.9 Library Science.........................................................................................................63
5.10 Teacher Training .......................................................................................................64

6. Official Documentation................................................................................66

Sample Documents and their English Translations
Sample 1 Baccalauréat Grade Report.............................................................................67
Sample 2 Maîtrise in Computer Science ........................................................................69
Sample 3 Maîtrise in Accounting ..................................................................................70
Sample 4 Diploma of Medical Doctor in Dentistry .......................................................71
Sample 5 Diplôme d’Études Supérieures Spécialisées/DESS in English .......................72
Sample 6-A Attestation de Réussite...................................................................................74

Contents

iv



Sample 6-B Relevé de Notes .................................................................................................76
Sample 7 Bulletin de Notes....................................................................................................78

Tables
Table 3-a National Examination of the End of Basic Education .......................................18
Table 3-b First Level of Basic Education: Years One through Six ......................................19
Table 3-c Second Level of Basic Education: Years Seven, Eight, and Nine .....................19
Table 3-d First (General) Stage of Secondary Education: Common Years One and Two

(Grades 10 and 11)...........................................................................................20
Table 3-e Second (Specialized) Stage of Secondary Education: Years Three and Four

(Grades 12 and 13)...........................................................................................21
Table 3-f Baccalaureate Examination Coefficients ...........................................................23
Table 4-a First Cycle Credentials which are part of Two-Step Degree Programs .............31
Table 4-b First Cycle Terminal Credentials.........................................................................32
Table 4-c Second Cycle Credentials.................................................................................33
Table 4-d Third Cycle Credentials .....................................................................................34
Table 5-a Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)

in Grandes Cultures et Élevage Extensif (Large Farms and Animal Husbandry) ..37
Table 5-b Diplôme d’Ingénieur (Diploma of Engineer) in Agronomie des

Régions Semi Arides (Agronomy of Semi-Arid Regions) .................................38
Table 5-c Professional Architecture Education, First and Second Cycles ........................39
Table 5-d Diplôme d’Études Universitaires du Premier Cycle/DEUPC

(Diploma of First Cycle University Studies) in Méthodes Quantitatives
Appliquées à la Gestion et à l’Économie
(Quantitative Methods Applied to Management and Economics) .................42

Table 5-e Maîtrise d’Informatique Appliquée à la Gestion
(Master in Management Information Systems), Second Cycle .........................42

Table 5-f Maîtrise de Gestion Économiques et Sociale
(Master in Economic and Social Management), Second Cycle .......................43

Table 5-g Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Fabrication des Textiles (Textile Manufacture) .............................................48

Table 5-h Preparatory Cycle for Engineering Studies,
Preparatory Institutes for Engineering Studies ..................................................49

Table 5-i Diplôme d’Ingénieur (Diploma of Engineer) in
Génie Civil (Civil Engineering)...........................................................................50

Table 5-j Diplôme d’Ingénieur (Diploma of Engineer) in
Génie Électrique (Electrical Engineering) .........................................................52

Contents

v



Table 5-k Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Biologie et Exploration Fonctionnelle
(Medical Laboratory Technology) ....................................................................55

Table 5-l Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Physiothérapie (Physical Therapy) ................................................................56

Table 5-m Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Radiologie (Radiology)..................................................................................57

Table 5-n Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Prothèse Dentaire (Dental Prosthetics) ..........................................................58

Table 5-o Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Obstétrique (Midwifery) ..............................................................................59

Table 5-p Diplôme d’Études Approfondies/DEA (Diploma of Advanced Research)
in Génétique Humaine (Human Genetics) .......................................................61

Table 5-q Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur/DTS (Higher Technician Diploma)
in Legal Studies .................................................................................................63

Contents

vi



Diagrams
Dia. 1 Primary and Secondary Education 1958-1970 ........................................................15
Dia. 2 Primary and Secondary Education 1970-1990 ........................................................17
Dia. 3 Primary and Secondary Education 1990 Reform .....................................................22
Dia. 4 Agricultural Education and Related Fields...............................................................36
Dia. 5 Engineering and Technology Education through the mid 1990s ............................46
Dia. 6 Engineering and Technology Education since the mid 1990s ................................47

Appendices

Appendix A. Profiles of Higher Educational Institutions .......................................80

A-1 Universities .....................................................................................82

A-2 Instituts Supérieurs des Études Technologiques ...........................104

A-3 Instituts Supérieurs de Formation des Maîtres...............................106

A-4 Private Higher Educational Institutions with programs agréé
(accepted) by the Ministry of Higher Education ...........................106

Appendix B. Glossary of Common Educational Terms: French-English ...............108

Appendix C. Selected Bibliography...................................................................112

Index ...................................................................................................................................113

Contents

vii


