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As with many colleagues throughout international education and immigration
networks, we spent much of the first half of this year monitoring changes to
federal policy and law. With so many anticipated restrictions looming for
incoming international students, immigrants, asylees, and refugees, ECE Aid™
has concentrated some of our efforts on assisting newcomers who have
already entered the United States. 

As policy changes and litigation continue to rapidly shift the international
education and workforce environments, ECE Aid™ will carry on monitoring the
situation. We will remain steadfast in our commitment to serving as many
internationally educated people as possible through ECE and ECE Aid™.

The good news is that 2025 began with a substantial increase in onboarding
new ECE Aid™ participating organizations. We’re excited to have so many
energized, dedicated organizations working with us through ECE Aid™ to
support those they serve. 

And finally, in the build-up to spring conference season, ECE Aid™ presented to
several new clients and organizations interested in credential evaluations.
Read on for more exciting news and updates!
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Our City of NationsPresidents’ Alliance Convening:

In March, we were invited to attend a convening of
service providers, university representatives, and
others working with and advocating for forcibly
displaced people at DePaul University in Chicago,
IL. The event was organized by the Presidents’
Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration.

While the event was a sobering reminder of possible
changes to outcomes for those we serve, it was also
a welcoming opportunity to expand our networks
with both existing and new partnerships. I was
personally energized and excited to meet, in-person
for the first time, with numerous ECE Aid™
participating representatives. 

Some key takeaways from the convening included:
Continue to create opportunities for displaced
students.
Further cross-campus collaboration to support
refugees on campus.
More partnerships and resources to expand
enrollment.
Collective advocacy and resistance!

Supporting Refugee Student Journeys in
U.S. Higher Education

“Programs may stop, refugee admissions
may stop, travel from certain countries
may stop, BUT the lives and hopes and
dreams of young people around the
world, who have been displaced do not
and will not stop. Now is NOT the time to
pause, now is the time to lean in.

We need to look to our students,
graduates, and future students – they
have not given up on their education,
with challenges far bigger than ‘policy’
and ‘budgets’ and so neither should we.”

From the convening summary:

We’ve attended several Our City of
Nations (OCON) conferences in
Milwaukee. There are always
wonderful speakers and informative
sessions to learn from. OCON is also a
great way to connect with statewide
organizations, government agencies,
and service providers like ECE. This
year’s event, held in April, was
sponsored by the Medical College of
Wisconsin - Office of Global Health and
Sebastian Family Psychology Practice. 

This year’s theme, 

              

Stronger Together:
10 Years of OCON and an Eye on the
Future              ,  provided an opportunity for
attendees to experience firsthand the
OCON concept that “refugee
resettlement requires a private-public
partnership in an ongoing process
involving community engagement.”
OCON participants left the day with
new tools, expanded networks, and a
renewed sense of purpose serving
refugees across our state.



Educational Credential Evaluators
101 W. Pleasant St., Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53212-3963

Sincerely,
Zak Holochwost
ECE Aid™ and Market Research Manager

(he/him)
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Here are highlights and how we stayed engaged in the international
education community:

March
Attended the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration
Convening: “Supporting Refugee Student Journeys in U.S. Higher
Education” - DePaul University in Chicago, IL

April
Presented to Love, INC. potential applicants - Sheboygan, WI
Attended the Our City of Nations (OCON) Conference - Milwaukee, WI

May
Exhibited and presented at the NAFSA Annual Conference - San Diego, CA

Poster presentation: “Outreach, Partnerships, and Building
Community: Successful models assisting marginalized populations”

Activities and Outreach

NAFSA 2025
Lastly, in May, we were in San Diego, CA for the NAFSA 2025
annual conference. Like every year, this conference draws
thousands of attendees from across the globe to discuss
international education topics.

While much of my time included exhibiting at the ECE booth
to speak with attendees about our services, I also presented
a poster session on the topic, “Outreach, Partnerships, and
Building Community: Successful models assisting
marginalized populations.” I was excited to present this
topic as one of my favorite parts of my role at ECE is
identifying and collaborating with potential ECE Aid™
participating organizations and institutions.

All in all, it was another successful spring conference
season!

Above: Speaking with a NAFSA annual
conference attendee about ECE services.

Below: My poster presentation!

https://www.facebook.com/ECEreports/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/educational-credential-evaluators/
https://www.instagram.com/ece.reports/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6wsMV0mdYom9VDF1wWaF6A
https://bsky.app/profile/ececonnection.bsky.social
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