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Federal Response

• Operation Allies Welcome
• ~37,000 have been resettled
• ~35,000 remain on military bases 

to be processed and resettled

• Sponsor Circles Program
• New program to get more U.S. 

citizens involved
• First families in program began 

resettling on December 7

As of October, the last number we found for Wisconsin is now 850.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Numbers on this map could be incorrect.
From my contact at Ft. Dix in New Jersey, the military and homeland security are purposefully being quiet about exact numbers for security reasons.

People involved with the effort readily concede it’s been a challenge for a number of reasons, including: 
a scarcity of affordable housing
cutbacks to refugee programs under President Donald Trump as well as 
the sheer number of refugees.

Sponsor Circles:
In addition to RefugePoint, the coalition partners in the Sponsor Circle Program include Airbnb.org, the Community Sponsorship Hub, the International Rescue Committee, Integrated Refugee & Immigration Services, and Welcome.US. 

Fundraising at least $2,275 per individual welcomed;
Helping to secure housing;
Providing basic necessities (furniture, clothing, food, etc.)
Assisting in completing relevant paperwork to access documentation and  public benefits for which the newcomers may be eligible;
Connecting to relevant services, including health care, education, and legal assistance;
Supporting in English language acquisition;
Helping to secure employment; and
Providing community orientation, friendship, and moral support.


https://www.dhs.gov/allieswelcome
https://www.sponsorcircles.org/
https://www.refugepoint.org/sponsor-circle-program/
https://www.refugepoint.org/first-afghan-families-leave-us-military-bases-sponsor-circles/
https://www.nbc15.com/2021/10/30/850-afghan-refugees-settle-wisconsin-state-partner-agency-says/
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International Education 
Resources

• IIE – Student Emergency Initiatives
• NAFSA – Assisting Afghan Students and Scholars
• AACRAO

• Support A26 Backpack
• Download Inclusive Admissions Policies/Toolkit

• WAIE – “What’s Up Wisconsin” Supporting Afghan 
Refugees presentation

• MCIE – as with today, contact folks within MCIE if you 
have questions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are so many resources out there and there is really no way to mention all of them here.

https://www.iie.org/Programs/Student-Emergency-Initiatives
https://www.nafsa.org/regulatory-information/information-resources-assisting-afghan-students-and-scholars
https://human-rights.ucdavis.edu/news/afghanistan-emergency-resource-information
https://www.aacrao.org/signature-initiatives/article-26-backpack-project/aacrao-pledge-for-education/inclusive-admissions-policies-for-displaced-and-vulnerable-students-report
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mn3zLFV3HDo
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Wisconsin Response

• Wisconsin 
Department of 
Family and 
Child Services

• Volunteer
• Donate
• Fundraise
• Advocate
• Connect

WI Refugee Resettlement
• International Institute of Wisconsin 

(Milwaukee)

• Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan (Milwaukee)

• World Relief Fox Valley (Oshkosh and 
Appleton)

• Jewish Social Services (Madison)

• Ethiopian Community Development 
Council (Wausau)

• Catholic Charities (Green Bay)

It varies among each organization, but resettlement agencies have requested and listed needed items 
(furniture, clothes, etc.), wishlists, gift cards, monetary donations, volunteer opportunities, and more. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WI Dept of Family and Child Services have further suggestions under each category.

We tried to link directly to their Afghan refugee response.

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/refugee/help
http://www.iiwisconsin.org/wish-list.php
http://www.lsswis.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LSS-Refugee-Resettlement-FAQs_REV-10.6.2021.pdf
https://worldrelief.org/fox-valley/get-involved/afghan-allies/
https://jssmadison.org/services/immigration/refugee/
https://www.ecdcus.org/get-involved/donate/
https://catholiccharitiesgb.org/afghan-assistance
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Further Wisconsin 
Resources

• Fort McCoy Resettlement Amazon wishlist
• Salvation Army Fort McCoy Walmart 

registry
• Catholic Charities of La Crosse registries
• Catholic Charities of Milwaukee collections
• Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition

relief fund and volunteer opportunities
• Islamic Society of Milwaukee donations
• Literacy Services in Milwaukee
• Team Rubicon Amazon wishlists

As among resettlement agencies, each organization has lists of needed items (furniture, clothes, etc.), 
wishlists, gift cards, monetary donations, volunteer opportunities, and more. Check them out!

• Community Services Agency, Inc. (COMSA) 
in Green Bay, seeking interpreters and other 
volunteers

• Winnebago Area Literacy Council in 
Oshkosh

• New Beginnings in Wausau, seeking 
volunteers and donations

• Forward Services Corporation in Madison, 
Road to Livelihood

• Literacy Network in Madison

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We tried to link directly to their Afghan refugee response.


https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3GZSIB6SCORRF/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.walmart.com/registry/rr/015ce0c5-28b7-4931-8be3-c2a5e1c6e7ca
https://cclse.org/afghanistan-refugee-assistance/
https://www.ccmke.org/Catholic-Charities/Support-for-Afghan-Refugees
https://mmwconline.org/donate/
https://www.facebook.com/mkemwc
https://donate.chip-in.us/?nonprofitId=121652
https://literacyservices.org/
https://teamrubiconusa.org/resettlement
https://www.comsausa.org/
https://winlit.org/
https://newbeginningswi.org/ways-to-help
https://fsc-corp.org/our-services/road-to-livelihood/
https://www.litnetwork.org/
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